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MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY NOTES 

The failure of the legislature to increase the appropriation for 
the society made it impossible for the executive committee to 
draw up a satisfactory budget for the year 1919-20 without 
seriously curtailing the society's activities. Nearly everything 
for which the money is spent costs more than it did two years 
ago — printing, supplies, express, books, and especially services. 
Such small increases in salary as were absolutely necessary to 
prevent the staff from disintegrating were made possible only 
by dropping the position of field agent, by reducing the already 
inadequate allowance for the purchase of books, and by making 
the assignments for other expenses so low as to necessitate the 
most rigid economy. 

The following new members have been enrolled during the 
quarter ending July 31, 1919 : Frederic K. Butters, Archibald A. 
Crane, Miriam M. Davis, and Luth Jaeger of Minneapolis; 
John V. Trembath of Duluth; and Mrs. W. J. Morehart- of 
Mankato. The society has lost two members by death during 
the same period: Joseph H. Armstrong of St. Paul, May 30; 
and the Honorable James A. Tawney of Winona, June 12. The 
death of another member, Patrick Keigher of St. Paul, which 
occurred on January 31, has not heretofore been noted in the 
Bulletin. 

As a result of the Archives Act of 1919, which is printed in 
full in the appendix to the society's Twentieth Biennial Report 
(pp. 50-52), the society now has the official custody of practically 
all the archives of the governor's office from the organization 
of the territory in 1849 to about 1869. This material, with the 
exception of the bound volumes of executive registers, had hith- 
erto been packed away in a sub-basement vault in the Capitol 
where it was practically inaccessible. The manuscript depart- 
ment, which has been charged with the care of archives until 
such time as a separate archives department can be established, 
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has made considerable progress in the work of cleaning, press- 
ing, and arranging the papers. They were in great confusion 
when received. 

Another large lot of archival material received consists of the 
records of the surveyors-general of logs and lumber for the first 
and second districts. These offices were recently abolished, their 
functions being turned over to the state forestry service, and it 
is doubtful if the records, which had been stored in unsuitable 
places in Minneapolis and Stillwater, would have been preserved 
had it not been for the activity of the society in the matter. 
Since their acquisition they have been consulted by state officials. 

The centennial of the establishment of Fort Snelling in 1819 
is being observed in the museum by a special exhibit of pictures 
and articles illustrative of life and conditions at the fort during 
the various stages of its history. Other special exhibits recently 
prepared illustrate the customs of the French people, the work 
of the Minnesota Motor Corps, and the artcraft work of the 
wounded soldiers in the hospital at Fort Snelling. 

"Indians at War and at Play" and "Indian Myths and 
Legends" were the subjects of the talks at the children's history 
hours in May. Pictures, relics, and Indian music were used to 
illustrate the stories. On June 7 the children were told about 
the history of Fort Snelling and shown the centennial exhibit. 

The contract has been let for the printing of Dr. Upham's 
work on "Minnesota Geographic Names," which is to comprise 
volume 17 of the society's Collections. It will be a book of about 
seven hundred pages and will be ready for distribution about 
the end of the year. 

Three members of the staff left the service of the society 
June 30, the close of the fiscal year. Miss Franc M. Potter, 
who had been assistant editor since 1915, resigned to accept a 
position in the registrar's office of the University of Minnesota, 
and Mr. Franklin F. Holbrook, who had been field agent for 
three years, resigned to become the secretary of the Minnesota 
War Records Commission. The other resignation was that of 
Miss Teresa Fitzgerald of the catalogue department. Appoint- 
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ments taking effect July 1 were those of Miss Dorothy Heine- 
mann as editorial assistant, and Miss Ada Liddell as catalogue 
apprentice. 

Gifts 

When the editor is away, the printer will play. The first line 
of one of the gift notes in the May Bulletin, the second note 
on page 96, is a duplicate of a line on the preceding page which 
somehow was substituted for the line as originally set up. The 
first sentence of this note should be corrected to read: From 
Mr. Fred L. Chapman of St. Paul the society has received a 
considerable number of manuscripts and museum objects. 

A small but valuable collection of archives of various organiza- 
tions and a few papers of Henry L. Moss, who was the first 
United States district attorney for Minnesota Territory, have 
been presented recently by Mrs. Albert P. Moss of St. Paul. The 
archives consist of record books of the Babies' Home of St. Paul 
from 1890 to 1900, of the St. Paul Red Cross aid society of 1898, 
and of the Ladies' Auxiliary of St. Paul from 1901 to 1907. 
The last named society was organized in 1898 through the efforts 
of Mr. Conde Hamlin, president of the Commercial Club, with 
the stated purpose of increasing municipal patriotism in St. Paul. 
Among the Moss Papers the most important is the report of Wil- 
liam Holcombe, chairman of a committee appointed by the Still- 
water convention of 1848 to report to Henry H. Sibley the 
statistics of St. Croix County for that year, the report to be 
used by Sibley in urging upon Congress the organization of 
Minnesota Territory. Mrs. Moss has also deposited in the 
museum a number of handsome specimens of old fashioned cos- 
tumes and costume accessories. Examples of various types of 
fans, several quaint bonnets of early dates, a red plush dolman, 
and a pompadour silk dress worn about 1830, are some of the 
most interesting of these articles. 

Through the courtesy of Mr. Charles J. P. Young of St. Paul, 
the military papers of Colonel Josias R. King, who claimed the 
distinction of being the first volunteer of the Civil War, have 
been presented by his widow, Mrs. Mary Louisa King. These 
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papers consist of the various commissions received by Colonel 
King, a summary of his military record, a manuscript prepared 
in 1914 for the State Historical Society of North Dakota on the 
Sully expedition of 1863, and a number of miscellaneous papers 
and newspaper clippings regarding incidents in his personal 
career. Mrs. King has also presented two pistols and a uniform 
used by Colonel King in the Civil War. 

From Colonel Jeremiah C. Donahower of St. Paul the society 
has received a three volume manuscript narrative of the Civil 
War based in part on his personal experience as a member of 
the Second^ Minnesota Volunteer Infantry, also an account of 
the march of companies D and E of this regiment to Yellow 
Medicine in July, 1861, and a number of miscellaneous papers, 
letters, and commissions. Museum material presented by 
Colonel Donahower includes a piece of Civil War hard tack, 
numerous badges, stamps, and coins, and an oil painting of the 
battle of Chickamauga. 

Mr. John F. Hayden of Minneapolis has presented an inter- 
esting manuscript account of the relief expedition sent from 
St. Peter to New Ulm at the time of the Sioux outbreak, and 
of the subsequent siege of that town by the Indians. The 
account was written in 1897 by Mr. Hayden's father, William G. 
Hayden, who in company with Acting Lieutenant Governor 
Swift drove to New Ulm on the afternoon of August 22, 1862, 
and remained there until the town was abandoned, and then 
accompanied the refugees to St. Peter. His description of the 
siege is quite detailed and very realistic. 

Mrs. Julius E. Miner of Minneapolis has presented a collection 
of World War letters written by her brother Brigadier General 
Le Roy Upton covering nearly two years of service in France. 
General Upton was awarded the distinguished service medal by 
General Pershing for conspicuous ability in commanding the 
Ninth Infantry before Chateau Thierry and the Fifty-seventh 
Brigade in the campaign north of Verdun. He also received 
the distinguished service cross and the croix de guerre. His 
letters are intensely interesting. They recount his experiences 
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as commander in the trenches and give many entertaining 
sketches of both the usual and the unusual events in the life of 
an officer overseas. 

The society has received from the estate of Mrs. Abbey Fuller 
Abbe, through the courtesy of her niece, Miss Abby Fuller, the 
original bids and contracts for the erection of the first city hall 
of St. Paul in 1856. Albert Fuller, a brother of Mrs. Abbe, and 
George Scott, contractors, were the successful bidders for the 
building and the contract price, seven thousand dollars, was to 
be paid in city bonds running from ten to twenty years and bear- 
ing twelve per cent interest payable semiannually. 

From Mr. Victor E. Lawson of Willmar, the society has 
received a blueprint copy of an interesting article entitled "St. 
Anthony's Falls in 1866" written by Mr. Walter Stone Pardee 
for the reunion of the Junior Pioneers of St. Anthony's Falls in 
1918. In this article Mr. Pardee has drawn a vivid pen picture 
of the village as it was in those early days, bringing out such 
landmarks as the Winslow House, the white schoolhouse, the 
old stone store, and the suspension bridge. He has brought to 
life again the leading men and women of the community and 
has told of the various activities and amusements of the small 
boy and youth. His description of the falls in high water is 
especially noteworthy and helps the reader of this generation to 
appreciate the splendor of a scene that has long since dis- 
appeared. 

A manuscript map of a portion of northeastern Minnesota, 
covering the region between Leech Lake and Mille Lacs and 
extending eastward to the vicinity of Duluth, is a very desirable 
gift received from Mr. Charles H. Baker of Zellwood, Florida. 
This map was made by Alfred J. Hill in 1870 for the use of 
Mr. Baker, who was employed by an eastern syndicate to explore 
northern Minnesota and prospect for iron ore. At that time the 
presence of iron ore in the state was only rumored and the 
"Upper Country" was the wilderness home of a few scattered 
Indian families. Its geographic features were little known to 
white men and Mr. Hill, then employed in the surveyor general's 
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office, was one of the few men capable of making a useful sketch 
of this region. 

Mr. Harry Trevor Drake of St. Paul has presented a manu- 
script genealogy of the Spining family compiled by himself and 
the Reverend George Laurence Spining of South Orange, New 
Jersey. The work is in twelve volumes, each devoted to one 
branch of the family. Full records of the descendants of 
Stephen Wheeler, Benjamin Morris, Jabez Bruen, Henry Drake, 
Enos Case, Joseph Watkins, and the Reverends Peter and David 
Monford are also to be found in this genealogy. 

A crayon portrait of the late Robert C. Dunn of Princeton has 
been transferred from the office of the state auditor to the portrait 
collection of the society. Mr. Dunn was state auditor from 1895 
to 1903, and served several terms as a representative in the legis- 
lature. 

A portrait in pastel of Colonel Joseph Bobleter has been 
received from Mrs. Joseph Bobleter of New Ulm. Colonel Bob- 
leter was born in Austria in 1846, came to America in 1858, and 
died in 1909. He served in both the Civil and Spanish- American 
wars, was postmaster at New Ulm for thirteen years, served as a 
representative in the legislature in 1884, and held the office of 
state treasurer from 1887 to 1895. The encampment of the Min- 
nesota National Guard at Fort Snelling in 1916 preparatory to 
service on the Mexican border was named Camp Bobleter in his 
honor. 

Miss Helen Castle of St. Paul has presented a group picture 
of the members of the first state editorial convention held in 
Minnesota in 1867 and a set of individual photographs of nine 
of Minnesota's governors. 

Three hundred and eighty-three photographs of scenes and 
buildings in St. Paul and Minneapolis have been received from 
Mr. Edward A. Bromley of Minneapolis. These pictures, which 
were taken between 1908 and the present time, are excellent illus- 
trations of the growth of the cities during that period. Other 
photographs of historical interest recently presented by Mr. 
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Bromley include a picture of the officers of the third battalion 
of the Thirteenth Minnesota Volunteer Infantry, one of the 
reunion of the Eighth Minnesota Volunteer Infantry in 1891, 
and a view of St. Paul in 1868. 

Colonel John P. Nicholson of Philadelphia has added to the 
numismatic collection in the museum a paper ten dollar bill and 
a paper one dollar bill which were issued in New York in 1775 
and 1776. 

A noteworthy collection of World War specimens has been 
deposited in the museum by Mr. Alonzo F. Carlyle of St. Paul, 
who was on the French front as a Y. M. C. A. secretary for sev- 
eral months. Among the very interesting German items are a 
private's helmet, canteens of both officers and privates, an offi- 
cer's field glass, a Lugger, an automatic 32, an Iron Cross, a pri- 
vate's tassel of citation for bravery, and a diary of a German 
private. A French pistol, and French gas mask, a Verdun medal, 
and works of art made by French soldiers during their leisure 
near the front lines, are some of the interesting French pieces. 
The collection also contains a trench spade, a cartridge belt, and 
a bayonet, used by the Americans. Mr. Carlyle has supplied 
information about the specimens which adds materially to their 
historical value. 

Through the courtesy of Mrs. Irene G. Crosby, head recon- 
struction aid in the hospital at Fort Snelling, the surgeon general 
of the United States has turned over to the society's museum a 
representative collection of articles made by wounded soldiers 
while in the hospital. The collection includes examples of various 
types of baskets, bead chains, toys, hammered brass and copper 
jewelry, knitted scarfs and bags, and woven table runners and 
rugs with the looms and rakes upon which they were made. The 
articles are accompanied by the names and service records of the 
makers, most of whom are Minnesota boys. 

The society is indebted to the St. Paul Association for an 
immense service flag, which has been hung on the stair landing 
near the entrance into the museum. This flag bears a gold star 
for every Minnesota man who was known to have lost his life 
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in the service during the World War up to April 1, 1919 — about 
twelve hundred. Twelve banners bearing the names of engage- 
ments in which Minnesota men took part during the war have 
also been presented by the association. Both the banners and the 
flag were carried in a parade in connection with the Victory Loan 
campaign in St. Paul. 

Mr. Raymon Bowers of Gladstone, Minnesota, formerly a 
member of the society's staff, has presented to the museum sev- 
eral pictures and specimens relating to the World War. A 
French signal pistol is one of the most interesting of the items. 

Seven valuable French war posters have been presented to the 
society by Mr. John C. Brown through the courtesy of Mr. Wil- 
loughby M. Babcock of Minneapolis. Mr. Brown was with the 
University of Minnesota unit in Base Hospital No. 26 in France. 

A German gas mask is one of the interesting items in a col- 
lection of World War specimens and pictures presented by Major 
James C. Ferguson of St. Paul. Major Ferguson was with the 
American Expeditionary Force as a member of the medical corps. 

A wooden shoe with a paper fibre top and a coarse shirt, of 
the kinds provided for Italian prisoners in Austria, have been 
added to the war exhibits in the museum by Mr. Paul J. Thomp- 
son of Minneapolis. Mr. Thompson was in the Y. M. C. A. 
service in Italy. 



